
To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter to basically tell my sons experience with the youth fishing program. Last year he was invited 
to participate in this program. He was extremely apprehensive as my son has autism. He doesn’t like to try new 
things and often starts them and because of fear, doesn’t complete them.

When he started the program I honestly thought “well this will be short lived” being a fishermen myself I thought 
“short lived but, maybe he will retain some of the information and finally find something he will actually enjoy.” 
He struggled going to the first few sessions because I wasn’t allowed to stay with him, but he stayed. His buddy was 
also in the program, which helped. 

After 3 weeks, Tysen said “mom, I LOVE this fishing thing!” He told me that the instructor was really nice and that 
he was excited to actually get out on the water. Tysen FINALLY found something that he loves. He finished the 6 
week program and went out with the professional angler, Marco I think his name was. Tysen came home and was 
talking so fast and with such excitement, it was hard to understand what he was saying. 

Fishing, opened something inside Tysen. He is now the fisherman of our family. He loves it!! He uses a lot of what 
he learned from Darren and his “crew” when were out. He taught his dad and I which lure works best for catching 
bass and when to use the weedless ones. 

Before this fishing program, Tysen hardly went to school. He had so much anxiety when it came to leaving me, that 
he would panic and refuse to get out of the car. Since attending the program, he has gone to school every single 
day and also joined the basketball team for his school. This school year, Tysen has not missed a single day and 
he has joined the soccer team as well. The fishing program not only opened him up to a new found hobby, it also 
opened him up to trying new things. This essentially has changed his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 
so fearful.

I will never be able to thank Darren enough for what he is doing because you see, this program doesn’t only 
introduce these kids to fishing. It changes them. It makes them better kids and it also shows them that its alright to 
try new things. 

HOW does someone thank a person for changing their child’s life for the better?

Sincerely,
Serena Sedore


